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Thanks to the hard work of the Students In Design group’s fundraising effortsincluding book sales, Valentine’s 
Day card sales and a gofundme campaign, 7 students traveled to Two Rivers (Trivers), WI for a two day  

hands-on workshop at Hamilton Wood Type and Printing Museum over Spring Break.  

The two-day workshop held at this working museum began on Friday, March 25 with a guided tour of the  
facilities, where students learned about the historic and decorative wood type from one of the world’s largest 

collections, nearly 1.5 million pieces. 

Machines and tools that were used to manufacture wood type, as well as the working pressrooms were  
explored. Hamilton is a rarity, as it is a working museum. Students were able to use selections of their  

collection to print. 

Working with Jim Moran, Director, and Stephanie Carpenter, Assistant Director, the basics of letterpress  
printing on various Showcard presses were then explained. Each student was then able to explore the  

collection and start composing their print.  

Over the next two days, students worked both independently and with each other creating various prints  
experimenting as they learned how to use this “new” technology.



Jess DePaul
j Graphic DesignJ

Why did you want to  
participate in the  
Hamilton workshop?
I went on this trip last year and 
really enjoyed the experience. 
It’s always enjoyable for me to 
step away from digital design 
and work with all the old type 
and the mixing of the ink. I really 
enjoy how limited everything 
becomes with wood type, it 
really gives me a chance to 
focus on other things and not 
get distracted by the endless 
possibilities that come with 
digital. This time around I played 
around with a variety of different 
papers and materials that I 
brought from home which made 
things a lot more interesting and 
provided me with a little bit of a 
challenge!

What did you learn  
and take away from  
the workshop?
Of course I got some great 
tangible pieces of work to bring 
home..but, the greatest thing 
for me that comes from this 
trip is the ability to connect with 
history. It’s amazing that we are 
able to take this trip every year 
and that the museum opens 
itself up and allows us to work 
with these old pieces of type. 
As I said before, it’s great to 
go back to basics and print by 
hand. The overall experience is 
always memorable and I really 
enjoyed coming back! Many 
memories were made and I’m 
extremely grateful I was able to 
do this twice.
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Why did you want  
to participate in the  
Hamilton workshop?
I wanted to go on the trip be-
cause I wanted to do something 
different in the realm of design. 
I have been hopping back and 
forth and always seem to enjoy 
the hands on experience so 
much, its like a welcome back 
party for my hands. Manually 
going through trial and error and 
making a design work is what I 
enjoy.  I expected the process to 
be tedious and of course take 
a while, however not as long as 
I thought. Once I got into the 
groove of things I wanted to do 
I have 30 mins left befroe clean 
up. I also didnt expect so much 
rich history. I knew there was 
some but it blew my mind and 
I’m glad I went.

What did you learn  
and take away from  
the workshop?
I took away a more sensitive 
attention to detail. Granted we 
had resources given to us but I 
thought about if I had my own  
it was limited; I couldn’t just 
continue to go through so much 
ink and paper. 

I also took away other ways to 
combine design. I got to see 
others express themselves and 
see how they think through this 
process. If I didnt go I would 
honestly say I would not have 
gorwn as much as I did.

Donavahn Frierson
GGraphic Designg

Print by Donavahn Frierson



Sarah Gardner
HGraphic Designh

Why did you want  
to participate in the  
Hamilton workshop?
Last year I went to Hamilton and 
had a great experience and left 
feeling like one weekend wasn’t 
enough. It was great to go back 
with all the knowledge I had 
gained the year before and to be 
able to do more exploration.

What did you learn  
and take away from  
the workshop? 
Reflecting on this trip, I have 
gained a huge appreciation for 
the history of typography and 
the laborious nature of typeset-
ting by hand. Things that take 
designers seconds to do via 
computer double with physical 
type. I highly recommend this 
to all design students as it 
will dramatically increase your 
sensibility for typography. It’s an 
experience that you likely won’t 
find in any classroom setting.



Why did you want  
to participate in the  
Hamilton workshop?
Ever since my time living in 
Nashville, I’ve always ad-
mired the craftsmanship and 
design coming out of Hatch 
Show Print. With just wood-
type and block cuts, they 
always turned out amazing 
work. When the chance to go 
to Hamilton came, I knew I 
wanted to be on board. I ex-
pected it to be challenging, 
engaging and rewarding, and 
I wasn’t disappointed. I en-
joyed working with the type, 
experimenting with different 
ideas, and experimenting 
with how the inks interact 
with one another. I’m grate-
ful for the experience, and 
would love to return to Hamil-
ton independently to work on 
personal projects.
 

What did you take 
away after printing at 
Hamilton?
In the end, I came away 
with an appreciation for 
the way the printing pro-
fession worked, the chal-
lenges composers faced, 
the type decisions they 
had to make based on 
available space, and how 
the craft evolved over the 
years. I also have a new 
appreciation for the digital 
tools we employ now as 
part of our craft, and the 
unprecedented level of 
control that we now have 
that just wasn’t possible 
as little as 35 years ago.

Brian Lancaster-Mayzure
MGraphic Designm
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Zac Ledyard
uGraphic Designu

Why did you want  
to participate in the  
Hamilton workshop?
I wanted to participate in 
the workshop because 
I like to try new things. I 
am taking Printmaking 1 
this semester, so I have 
learned some of the very 
basics of different forms 
of printing so I wanted 
to expand my knowledge 
of various printmaking 
techniques. As a designer, 
I thought it would be a 
great experience to learn 
about how things used 
to be done. I essentially 
expected to learn some 
of the basics of wood 
type printing, and walk 
away with some okay 
prints, and that’s what 
happened.

What did you learn  
and take away from  
the workshop?
First and foremost I learned 
how lucky I am to have 
Indesign. Digital typesetting 
has taken out a lot of the 
work involved in the process, 
and made it much easier 
to make changes, revisions, 
and design alterations. I 
also learned that typesetting 
can be a little time consum-
ing. However, having limited 
edition prints that each have 
subtle variations adds to 
the value that I place on the 
prints I had made, and this 
is something that cannot be 
achieved naturally though 
digital methods.
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Liv Moore
IGraphic Designi 

Why did you want  
to participate in the  
Hamilton workshop?
I wanted to go to Hamilton 
because I’ve missed out 
on a lot of great opportuni-
ties with SID, whether it be 
school or life related. It’s the 
“kind of a big deal” trip that 
I knew I had to go at least 
once before I graduated. 
I’ve always been interested 
in type, and to get out of 
the state, while hands on 
working with it seemed very 
appealing.

I expected it to be laid back, 
with a few demos, and the 
opportunity to make one or 
two prints. I had no idea we 
would have basically two full 
days of making prints, and 
all this access to type. 
I would have come a little 
bit more prepared if I had 
that kind of idea, but overall, 
it was definitely fun to do 
some of the work my mom 
used to do in high school!

  

What did you learn  
and take away from  
the workshop?
Type is really fucking hard. 
Like, we take so much for 
granted in the digital age, 
that I never even think about 
my font and type choices 
anymore because I can try 
something and just delete 
it seconds later. It’s like the 
difference between shooting 
digital and shooting film; you 
have to take care with every 
shot, and you learn to love 
your mistakes because you 
put so much work into creat-
ing them that there might 
actually be something there 
you never saw. I will definitely 
be designing very differently 
now, just like I started tak-
ing photos differently after 
having worked with film over 
digital.
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Jared Sawdey
KGraphic Designk

Why did you want  
to participate in the  
Hamilton workshop?
I had no previous experience 
with letterpress, and this sound-
ed like the perfect opportunity 
to get started. I was expecting 
for it to be very challenging, but I 
found the process to be simpler 
than I thought.

What did you take 
away after printing at 
Hamilton?
I loved the physical aspect of 
the printing — setting your mind 
on the task almost felt thera-
peutic, and it felt really great to 
design off of the computer. It 
was great to work in a setting 
with the other designers, and 
immediately get inspired by what 
people are making right next 
to you. I definitely want to work 
more with wood type, and I plan 
on taking the letterpress studio 
class offered at Columbia.
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Thank You
to all those who helped make this 

year's workshop happen.
  

We could not have printed  
without you!

All those who came  
and bought books at  
our Design Book Sale

All our customers who 
bought our original designed 
Valentine’s Day Cards

Jacqueline Licciardi 
and everyone at SOC 
for their funding.

Our genrous GoFundMe 
donors!
5 Anonymous donors
Patricia Lord
Jim & Sue Gardner
Herman (Papa) DeSmidt
Aunt Kathy JOhnson
Greg Sawdey
Jared Sawdey
Jess & Kathie Farlow
Sheila Burkett
Kathleen & Mike McCabe
Jason Adduci
Shelby Sexton

Our Faculty Advisor
Richard Zeid

The amazing people at 
Hamilton Wood Type & 
Printing Museum
Jim Moran 
Stephanie Carpenter

Credits: Polaroid profile pictures - Jess DePaul
All other images - Richard Zeid


